fatal cases occur annually in Germany alone and many studies and reports on the subject relating to that continent were made during the latter part of the last century. In America, the first case was reported by Cheney in 1871 (quoted by Van der Veer and Farley, 1935) and since then cases were reported from all parts of U.S.A. Ford (1923) reviewed the history of the disease in the book named ' Legal Medicine and Toxicology ' by Peterson and others. In Great Britain a few cases have been reported in the literature, only 38 cases of poisoning being noted in the Registrar-General's record between 1920 and 1945 (Birch, 1946) . In India, mushrooms are generally collected from the wild growths and are only occasionally used by some people. They are not so popular as in the Western countries. Also, there is no organized cultivation of selected edible varieties for marketing. However, Greval (1950) (Mendoza, 1938) . It stimulates the autonomic nervous system with increased secretion from various glands and sometimes produces cardiac and respiratory paralysis. The third alkaloid, described as pilz-toxin by Harmsen (1903) and as pilz-atropine by Kobert (1906) cerebralis. (Ford, 1923 (Smith, 1949 
